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NATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 
AND  AUXILIARY  PROVISIONS 

Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  under  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  procedure  provisions  of  5 
U.S.C.  553,  that  the  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  has  under  consideration  proposed 
amendments  of  the  National  Poultry 
Improvement  Plan  and  Auxiliary  Pro¬ 
visions  recommended  by  the  1974  Con¬ 
ference  of  representatives  of  the  poultry 
industry  and  State  Agencies  cooperating 
in  the  administration  of  the  Plan,  and 
that  pursuant  to  section  101(b)  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  Organic  Act 
of  1944,  as  amended  (7  U.S.C.  429) ,  it  is 
proposed  to  revise  Parts  445  and  447  of 
Title  9,  Chapter  IV,  Subchapter  A,  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations,  to  incorporate 
such  recommended  amendments  arid  to 
make  incidental  changes  for  clarity  and 
consistency. 

Included  in  these  proposed  amend¬ 
ments  are  the  criteria  for  a  voluntary 
program  for  the  control  of  Mycoplasma 
synoviae  and  Salmonella  typhimurium 
in  meat  type  poultry  breeding  flocks. 
Changes  are  proposed  in  the  provisions 
of  the  existing  program  for  the  control 
of  Mycoplasma  gallisepticum  in  poultry 
breeding  flocks  in  an  effort  to  permit 
more  flexibility  in  blood  testing  proced¬ 
ures  and  more  definitive  diagnostic  pro¬ 
cedures.  These  amendments  were  pro¬ 
posed  to  permit  use  of  the  newest  tech¬ 
niques  and  materials  in  the  volimtary 
programs  to  eliminate  certain  Myco- 
plasmas  from  poultry  breeding  flocks. 

Another  proposal  would  provide  for 
the  classification  of  a  State  as  “U.S. 
Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean  State”  when 
the  State  has  reached  a  certain  stage  in 
the  control  of  Salmonella  pullorum  and 
S.  gallinarum  in  its  poultry  breeding 
flocks.  This  proposed  amendment  would 
provide  an  incentive  for  States  to  make 
the  final  effort  necessary  to  eliminate 
these  two  diseases  from  the  poultry 
breeding  flocks  in  the  United  States. 

Parts  445  and  447  would  be  amended 
in  the  following  respects: 

PART  445— NATIONAL  POULTRY 
IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 

1.  Part  445  Table  of  Contents  is 
amended  by  revising  th^  titles  of  §§  445. 
10,  445.23,  445.33,  445.43  and  445.53,  and 
by  adding  new  §§  445.24,  445.34,  445.44 
and  445.54  as  follows; 

Sec. 

445.10  Terminology  and  classification; 

fiocks,  products,  and  States. 

445.23  Terminology  and  classification; 

flocks  and  products. 

445.24  Terminology  and  classlflcatlon; 

States. 

445.33  Terminology  and  classification; 

flocks  and  products. 

445.34  Terminology  and  classification; 

States. 

445.43  Terminology  and  classification;  flocks 

and  products. 

445.44  Termincflogy  and  classlflcatlon; 

States. 


Sec. 

445.53  Terminology  and  classification;  fiocks 

and  products. 

445.54  Terminology,  and  classification; 

States. 

2.  By  revising  §  445.3(c)  to  read  as 
follows: 

(c)  A  participant  in  any  State  shall 
participate  with  all  of  his  poultry  hatch¬ 
ing  egg  supply  flocks  and  hatchery  opera¬ 
tions  within  such  State.  He  shall  report 
to  the  OfiBcial  State  Agency  on  NP'IP 
Form  3B  or  through  other  appropriate 
means  each  breeding  flock  before  the 
birds  reach  24  w'eeks  of  age.  This  report 
will  include: 

(1)  Name  and  address  of  flockowner; 

(2)  Flock  location  and  designation; 

(3 )  Type :  Primary  or  Multiplier; 

(4)  Breed,  variety,  strain,  or  trade 
name  of  stock; 

(5)  Source  of  males; 

(6)  Source  of  females; 

(7)  Number  of  birds  in  the  flock;  and 

(8)  Intended  classification  of  flock. 

3.  Section  445.10  would  be  amended  by 
revising  the  title  and  introductory  state¬ 
ment  to  read  as  follows: 

§  445.10  Terminology  and  cla.ssifica- 
tion ;  flocks,  products,  and  States. 

Participating  flocks,  products  produced 
from  them,  and  States  which  have  met 
the  respective  requirements  specified  in 
Part  445  Subpart  B,  C,  D,  or  E  may  be 
designated  by  the  following  terms  or  il¬ 
lustrative  designs: 

4.  Section  445.10(d)  would  be  amend¬ 
ed  by  deleting  reference  to  §  445.43(d) 
and  adding  §  445.33(d)  to  the  paren¬ 
thetical  portion,  and  by  adding  new  para¬ 
graphs  (e) ,  (f ) ,  (g) ,  and  (h)  to  read  as 
follows: 

(e)  U.S.  M.  Synoviae  Clean — (see 
§  445.33(e).) 


Figure  6 

(f)  V.S.  Salmonella  Controlled — (see 
§  445.43(f).) 


PiGtru  7 


(g)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State— (see  §  445.24(g),  §  445.34(g), 
§  445.44(g),  and  §  445.54(g),) 


Figure  8 

(h)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State,  Turkeys — (see  §  445,44 (h) .) 


Figure  9 


5.  Section  445.12(b)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

(b)  Each  year  at  least  15  percent  of  the 
Independent  flocks  and  the  affiliated 
flocks  of  each  hatchery  shall  be  inspected 
by  a  State  Inspector.  Each  inspection 
shall  include  the  examination  of  a  suffi¬ 
cient  niunber  of  males  and  females  and, 
in  flocks  qualified  for  participation  by 
the  whole-blood  test,  the  blood  testing 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  birds  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  work  of  the  Authorized 
■Agent  was  satisfactory  and  that  the  flock 
is  qualified  for  participation.  The  State 
Inspector  shall  also  determine  whether 
or  not  the  flock  and  premises  are  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  provisions  in  $  445.5  (a) 
and  (b). 
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6.  Section  445.14(a)  (4)  and  (8)  would 
be  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(4)  Poultry  must  be  more  than  4 
months  of  age  when  tested:  Provided, 
That  candidates  for  participation  imder 
Subpart  E  of  this  part  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  sexual  maturity  before  being 
tested. 

•  *  «  *  « 

(8)  Reactors  shall  be  submitted  to  a 
laboratory  for  autopsy  and  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination.  All  reactors  in  a  flock 
if  there  are  4  or  less  reactors  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  laboratory  designated  by 
the  Oflacial  State  Agency  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  as  described  in 
§  447.11:  Provided.  That  if  more  than  4 
reactors  are  found,  a  minimum  of  4  birds 
shall  be  submitted.  The  recommended 
minimum  procedure  for  bacteriological 
examination  is  described  in  §  447.11. 
When  reactors  are  submitted  within  10 
days  from  date  of  reading  the  test  and 
the  bacteriological  examination  fails  to 
demonstrate  infection  of  the  serotype  for 
which  the  test  was  conducted,  the  flock 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  had  no  reactors 
to  the  specifled  test. 

7.  Section  445.14(b)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

(b)  For  M.  gallisepticum  and  M.  syn- 
oviae.  (1)  The  official  blood  test  for  M, 
gallisepticum  or  M.  ssmovlae  shall  be 
either  the  serum  plate  agglutination  test, 
the  tube  agglutination  test,  the  hemag¬ 
glutination  inhibition  (HI)  test,  or  a 
combination  of  two  or  more  of  these  tests. 
The  HI  test  shall  be  used  to  confirm  the 
positive  resxilts  of  other  serological  tests. 

(2)  The  tests  shall  be  conducted  using 
M.  gallisepticiun  or  M.  synovlae  antigens 
approved  by  the  Department  or  the  OflB- 
cial  State  Agency  and  shall  be  performed 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  producer  of  the  antigen. 

(3)  When  reactors  to  the  test  for 
which  the  flock  was  tested  are  submitted 
to  a  laboratory  as  prescribed  by  the  Ofla¬ 
cial  State  Agency,  the  criteria  found  in 
§  447.6  shall  be  in  determining  the 
final  status  of  the  flock. 

8.  Section  445.22(d)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

(d)  Hatching  eggs  produced  by  pri¬ 
mary  breeding  flocks  shall  be  fumigated 
according  to  the  procedures  described  in 
§  447.25(a)  of  this  chapter:  Provided, 
That  alternative  sanitizing  procedures 
may  be  used  with  the  approval  of  the 
Oflacial  State  Agency  in  each  specific  in¬ 
stance  and  with  the  general  concurrence 
by  the  Service  in  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Oflacial  State  Agency. 

9.  Section  445.23(a)  would  be  amended 
by  deleting  the  present  provisions,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1,  1975.  Upon  deletion,  (a) 
would  be  marked  as  “  (Reserved) 

10.  Section  445.23  would  be  further 
amended  by  revising  the  introductory 
statement  of  (b)  (2)  and  (3)  to  read  as 
follows: 

(2)  It  Is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock, 
or  a  breeding  flock  composed  of  first 


generation  progeny  of  a  primary  breed¬ 
ing  flock  which  is  intended  solely  for  the 
production  of  multiplier  breeding  flocks, 
and  meets  the  following  specifications  as 
determined  by  the  Oflacial  State  Agency 
and  the  Service: 

(3)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock, 
or  a  breeding  flock  composed  of  first 
generation  progeny  of  a  primary  breed¬ 
ing  flock  which  is  intended  solely  for  the 
production  of  multiplier  breeding  flocks, 
that  originated  from  U.S.  Pullorum- 
Typhoid  Clean  primary  breeding  flocks 
or  from  flocks  that  met  equivalent  re¬ 
quirements  under  official  supervision, 
and  is  located  in  a  State  in  which  it  has 
been  determined  by  the  Service  that: 

11.  Section  445.23(b)  (3)  (vii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(vii)  All  poultry,  including  exhibition, 
exotic,  and  game  birds,  but  excluding 
waterfowl,  going  to  public  exhibition 
shall  come  from  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhold 
Clean  or  equivalent  flocks,  or  have  had  a 
negative  pullorum-typhoid  test  within 
90  days  of  going  to  public  exhibition; 

12.  Section  445.23(b)(4)  would  be  re¬ 
viewed  to  read  as  follows: 

(4)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
located  in  a  State  which  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Service  to  be  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  (b)  (3)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  and  in  which  pullorum  disease  or 
fowl  typhoid  is  not  known  to  exist  nor  to 
have  existed  in  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
other  than  turkey,  waterfowl,  e^lbition 
poultry,  and  game  bird  supply  flocks, 
within  the  State  during  the  preceding  12 
months. 

13.  Section  445.23(c)(1)  (1)  and  (ii) 
would  be  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(i)  It  is  a  flock  in  which  all  birds,  or  a 
sample  of  at  least  500  birds,  in  the  flock 
have  been  tested  for  M.  gallisepticum  as 
provided  in  §  445.14(b)  when  more  than  4 
months  of  age:  Provided,  That  to  retain 
this  clasiflcation,  all  biros  or  a  sample  of 
at  least  500  birds  shall  be  tested  at  inter¬ 
vals  or  not  more  than  90  days;  And  pro¬ 
vided  further.  That  a  flock,  and  subse¬ 
quent  flocks,  located  on  a  premises  on 
which,  during  the  preceding  two  years, 
all  birds  originated  from  U.S.  M.  Gal¬ 
lisepticum  Clean  sources  and  were  in¬ 
itially  tested  as  provided  above,  may 
retain  this  classification  by  testing,  in  an 
authorized  laboratory,  serian  samples 
from  at  least  200  day-old  chicks  produced 
from  the  flock  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  60  days;  or 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.  M.  Gallisepti¬ 
cum  Clean  chicks  from  primary  breeding 
flocks  and  a  sample  comprised  of  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  birds  in  the  flock,  with  a 
maximum  of  300  birds  and  a  minimum  of 
30  birds  per  flock,  has  been  tested  for  M. 
gallisepticum  as  provided  in  §  445.14(b) 
when  more  than  4  months  of  age:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  to  retain  this  classification, 
the  flock  shall  be  subjected  to  one  of  the 
following  procedures: 

14.  Section  445.23(d)  (1)  (ii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(ii)  A  sample  of  at  least  500  birds  In 
the  flock  has  been  tested  within  the  past 
12  months  for  S.  typhimurlum  as  pro¬ 


vided  in  {  445.14(a)  and  environmental 
samples  or  cloaca!  swabs  collected  by  a 
State  Inspector  or  Authorized  Agent  as 
described  in  $  447.12  of  this  chapter  have 
been  examined  for  S.  typhimurlum  by 
an  authorized  laboratory,  and  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  disease  waslound;  Provided, 
That  when  the  only  typhimurlum  isola¬ 
tion  made  in  a  flock  is  from  a  single  en¬ 
vironmental  or  cloacal  sample,  the  OfiO- 
cial  State  Agency  may  make  additional 
bacteriological  examinations  before  clas¬ 
sifying  the  flock. 

15.  Part  445,  Subpart  B,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  445.24  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  44.'>.24  Terminoiogy  and  classification; 

States. 

(a)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State.  (1)  A  State  will  be  declared  a 
U.S.  Pullorum-Typhold  Clean  State  when 
it  has  been  determined  by  the  Service 
that; 

(1)  The  State  is  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  contained  in  §  445.23(b) 
(3)  (i)  thorugh  (vii),  5  445.33(b)(3)  (i) 
through  (vii),  §  445.43(b)  (3)  (i)  through 

(vi) ,  and  5  445.53(b)(3)  (i)  through 

(vii)  . 

(ii)  No  pullorum  disease  or  fowl  ty¬ 
phoid  is  known  to  exist  nor  to  have  ex¬ 
isted  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  within 
the  State  during  the  preceding  12 
months:  Provided,  Thet  pullorum  dis¬ 
ease  or  fowl  typhoid  foimd  in  water- 
fowl,  exhibition  poultry,  and  game  bird 
breeding  flocks  will  not  prevent  a  State, 
which  is  otherwise  eligible,  from  qualify¬ 
ing  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

(2)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  described  in  paragraph  (a)  (1)  (1) 
of  this  section,  or  repeated  outbreaks  of 
pullorum  or  typhoid  occur  in  hatchery 
supply  flocks  described  in  paragraph 
(a)  (1)  (ii)  of  this  section,  or  if  an  infec¬ 
tion  spreads  from  the  originating 
premises,  the  Service  shall  have  grounds 
to  revoke  its  determination  that  the 
State  is  entitled  to  this  classification. 
Such  action  shall  not  be  taken  until  a 
thorough  investigation  has  been  made 
by  the  Service  and  the  Ofliclal  State 
Agency  has  been  given  an  opportunity  for 
a  hearing. 

16.  Section  445.32(c)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

(c)  Hatching  eggs  produced  by  pri¬ 
mary  breeding  flocks  shall  be  fumigated 
according  to  the  procedures  described  in 
§  445.25(a) :  Provided,  That  alternative 
sanitizing  procedures  may  be  used  with 
the  approval  of  the  Official  State  Agency 
in  each  specific  instance  and  with  the 
general  concurrence  by  the  Service  in  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  Official  State 
A^fdicy 

17.  Section  445.33(b)  (3)  (vii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(vii)  All  poultry,  including  exhibition, 
exotic,  and  game  birds,  but  excluding 
waterfowl,  going  to  public  exhibition 
shall  come  from  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhold 
Clean  or  equivalent  flocks,  or  have  had  a 
negative  pullonim-t3rphold  test  within  90 
days  of  going  to  public  exhibition; 
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18.  Section  445.33(b)  (4)  would  be  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

(4)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
located  in  a  State  which  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Service  to  be  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  (c)  (3)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  and  in  which  pullorum  disease  or 
fowl  typhoid  is  not  known  to  exist  nor 
to  have  existed  in  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
other  than  turkey,  waterfowl,  exhibition 
poultry,  and  game  bird  supply  flocks, 
within  the  State  during  the  preceding  12 
months. 

19.  Section  445.33(c)(1)  (i)  and  (ii) 
would  be  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(i)  All  birds  have  been  tested  for  M. 
gallisepticum  as  provided  in  §  445.14(b) 
when  more  than  4  months  of  age:  Pro¬ 
vided.  That  birds  in  primary  breeding 
flocks  may  be  sample  tested  after 
Qualifying  for  this  classification  for  two 
generations.  This  random  sample  shall 
consist  of  500  birds  in  flocks  of  more 
than  500  and  each  bird  in  flocks  of  500 
or  less:  And  provided  further.  That  to 
retain  this  classification,  a  random 
sample  of  at  least  5  percent  of  the  birds 
in  the  flock,  with  a  minimum  of  100 
birds,  shall  be  tested  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  90  days:  And  provided  fur¬ 
ther.  That,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Ofil- 
cial  State  Agency  and  with  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Service,  a  sample  comprised 
of  less  than  5  percent  may  be  tested  at 
any  one  time,  provided  that  a  total  of  at 
least  5  percent  of  the  birds  in  the  flock, 
with  a  minimum  of  100  birds,  is  tested 
within  each  90-day  period;  or 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.M.  Gallisepti¬ 
cum  Clean  chicks  from  primary  breed¬ 
ing  flocks  and  a  random  sample  com¬ 
prised  of  300  birds  in  flocks  of  more  than 
300  and  each  bird  in  flocks  of  300  or  less 
has  been  tested  for  M.  gallisepticum  as 
provided  in  §  445.14(b)  when  more  than 
4  months  of  age:  Provided,  That  to  re¬ 
tain  this  classification,  the  flock  shall  be 
subjected  to  one  of  the  following  proce¬ 
dures: 

20.  Section  445.33(d)  and  (e)  would 
be  added  to  read  as  follows: 

(d)  U.S.  Typhimurium  Controlled. 
(1)  A  flock  in  which  freedom  from  S. 
typhimurium  has  been  demonstrated 
under  the  criteria  specified  in  paragraph 
(d)(1)  (i)  or  (ii)  of  this  section. 

(i)  All  birds  have  been  tested  within 
the  past  12  months  for  S.  typhimurium 
as  provided  in  §  445.14(a)  and  no  re¬ 
actors  were  found  on  the  first  test,  or 

(ii)  A  sample  of  at  least  500  birds  in 
the  flock  has  been  tested  within  the  past 
12  months  for  S.  typhimurium  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  §  445.14(a)  and  environmental 
samples  or  cloacal  swabs  collected  by  a 
State  Inspector  or  Authorized  Agent  as 
described  in  S  447.12  of  this  chapter 
have  been  examined  for  S.  typhimurium 
by  an  authorized  laboratory,  and  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  disease  was  found:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  when  the  only  typhimurium 
Isolation  made  in  a  flock  is  from  a  single 
environmental  or  cloacal  sample,  the 
Official  State  Agency  may  make  addi¬ 
tional  bacteriological  examinations  be¬ 
fore  classifying  the  flock. 


(2)  In  order  to  sell  hatching  eggs  or 
chicks  of  this  classification,  all  hatching 
eggs  and  chicks  handled  shall  meet  the 
requirements  for  this  classification. 

(e)  U.S.  M.  Synoviae  Clean.  (DA  flock 
maintained  in  compliance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  §  447.26  and  in  which  freedom 
from  M.  synoviae  has  been  demonstrated 
under  the  criteria  specified  in  paragraph 
(e)  (1)  (i)  or  (ii)  of  this  section. 

(i)  It  is  a  flock  in  which  5  percent,  or  a 
maximum  sample  of  500  birds,  in  the 
flock  have  been  tested  for  M.  synoviae  as 
provided  for  in  §  445.14(b)  when  more 
than  4  months  of  age:  Provided,  That 
to  retain  this  classification,  a  random 
sample  of  at  least  1  percent  of  the  birds, 
with  a  minimum  of  30,  shall  be  tested  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  30  days. 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.  M.  Synoviae 
Clean  chicks  from  primary  breeding 
flocks  and  a  sample  of  1  percent  of  the 
birds  in  the  flock  has  been  tested  for 
M.  synoviae  as  provided  in  §  445.14(b) 
when  more  than  4  months  of  age:  Pro¬ 
vided.  That  to  retain  this  classification, 
a  random  sample  of  at  least  1  percent  of 
the  birds,  with  a  minimum  of  30  birds, 
shall  be  tested  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  90  days:  And  provided  further.  That 
a  sample  of  less  than  1  percent  may  be 
tested  at  any  one  time,  provided  that  a 
total  of  at  least  1  percent  of  the  birds 
in  the  flock  is  tested  within  each  90  day 
period. 

(2)  A  participant  handling  U.S.  M. 
Synoviae  Clean  products  shall  keep  these 
products  separate  from  other  products 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Official 
State  Agency:  Provided,  That  U.S.  M. 
Synoviae  Clean  chicks  from  primary 
breeding  flocks  shall  be  produced  in  in¬ 
cubators  and  hatchers  in  which  only  eggs 
from  flocks  qualified  under  subdivision 
(i)  or  (ii)  of  subparagraph  (1)  of  this 
paragraph  are  set. 

(3)  U.S.  M.  Synoviae  Clean  chicks 
shall  be  boxed  in  clean  boxes  and  de¬ 
livered  in  trucks  that  have  been  cleaned 
and  disinfected  as  described  in  §  447.24 
(a). 

21.  Part  445,  Subpart  C,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  445.34  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  445.34  Terminology  and  classification; 

States. 

(a)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State.  (DA  State  will  be  declared  a  U.S. 
Pullorum-TYphoid  Clean  State  when  it 
has  been  determined  by  the  Service  that: 

(i)  The  State  is  in  compliance  with  the 

provisions  contained  in  §  445.23(b)  (3) 
(i)  through  (vii),  1  445.33(b)(3)  (i) 

through  (vii),  §  445.43(b)  (3)  (i)  through 
(Vi),  and  §  445.53(b)  (3)  (i)  through 

(vii). 

(ii)  No  pullorum  disease  or  fowl 
typhoid  is  known  to  exist  nor  to  have 
existed  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  within 
the  State  during  the  preceding  12 
months:  Provided,  That  pullorum  disease 
or  fowl  typhoid  found  in  waterfowl,  ex¬ 
hibition  poultry,  and  game  bird  breed¬ 
ing  flocks  will  not  prevent  a  State,  which 
Is  otherwise  eligible  from  qualifying  for  a 
period  of  two  years. 


(2)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  described  in  paragraph  (a)  (1)  (i) 
of  this  section,  or  repeated  outbreaks  of 
piillorum  or  typhoid  occur  in  hatchery 
supply  flocks  described  in  paragraph 
(a)  (1)  (ii)  of  this  section,  or  if  an  infec¬ 
tion  spreads  from  the  originating  prem¬ 
ises,  the  Service  shall  have  groimds  to 
revoke  its  determination  that  the  State  is 
entitled  to  this  classification.  Such  action 
shall  not  be  taken  until  a  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  has  been  made  by  the  Service 
and  the  Official  State  Agency  has  been 
given  an  opportunity  for  a  hearing. 

22.  Section  445.42  would  be  amended 
by  adding  a  new  paragraph  (c)  to  read 
as  follows: 

(c)  Hatching  eggs  shall  be  fumigated 
according  to  the  procedures  described  in 
§  447.25(a)  of  this  chapter:  Provided, 
That  alternative  sanitizing  procedures 
may  be  used  with  the  approval  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  State  Agency  in  each  specific  in¬ 
stance  and  with  the  general  concurrence 
by  the  Service  in  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Official  State  Agency. 

23.  Section  445.43  would  be  amended 
by  deleting  (b)  (3)  (vii)  and  marking  this 
subdivision  as  “(Reserved)”. 

24.  Section  445.43(b)  (3)  (viii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows : 

(viii)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the 
conditions  or  procedures  described  in 
paragraph  (b)  (3)  (i) ,  (ii) ,  (iii) ,  (iv) ,  (v) , 
and  (vi)  of  this  section,  or  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  repeated  outbreaks  of  pullorum 
or  typhoid  in  turkey  breeding  flocks 
within  or  originating  within  the  State 
shall  be  grounds  for  the  Service  to  revoke 
its  determination  that  such  conditions 
and  procediu^s  have  been  met  or  com¬ 
plied  with.  Such  action  shall  not  be  taken 
imtil  a  thorough  investigation  has  been 
made  by  the  Service  and  the  Official 
State  Agency  has  been  given  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  present  its  views. 

25.  Section  445.43(c)(2)  would  be  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

(2)  A  flock  qualified  as  U.S.  M.  Gal¬ 
lisepticum  Clean  may  retain  the  classifi¬ 
cation  for  1  year,  provided  it  is  main¬ 
tained  in  isolation  and  no  evidence  of  M. 
gallisepticum  infection  is  revealed.  Each 
flock  and  premises  shall  be  inspected  at 
least  once  during  the  laying  period  by  an 
Authorized  Agent  of  the  Official  State 
Agency  or  the  State  Animal  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  Official.  If  a  flock  proves  to  be  in¬ 
fected  with  M.  gallisepticum,  it  shall  lose 
this  classification. 

26.  Section  445.43  would  be  further 
amended  by  deleting  paragraph  (d)  and 
marking  paragraph  (d)  as  “(Reserved)” 
and  by  adding  a  paragraph  (e)  and 
marking  it  as  “(Reserved)”,  and  by  add¬ 
ing  a  new  paragraph  (f)  to  read  as 
follows: 

(f)  U.S.  Salmonella  Controlled.  (1)  A 
flock  meeting  the  following  requirements 
as  determined  by  the  Official  State 
Agency  and  the  Service. 

(i)  The  flock  is  maintained  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  provisions  of  §  447.21, 
and  the  hatching  eggs  are  handled  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  §  447.22 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Official 
State  Agency.  Each  flock  and  premises 
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shall  be  inspected  at  least  once  during 
the  egg  production  season  by  an  Inspec¬ 
tor  to  ascertain  that  these  provisions  are 
being  followed. 

(ii)  Hatching  eggs  shall  be  visibly 
clean  and  fumigated  as  described  in 
§  447.25(a)  as  soon  as  possible  after  col¬ 
lection:  Provided,  That  alternative  sani¬ 
tizing  procedures  may  be  used  with  the 
approval  of  the  Official  State  Agency  in 
each  specific  instance  and  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  concurrence  of  the  Service  in  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  Official  State 
Agency. 

27.  Part  445,  Subpart  D,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  445.44  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  445.44  Terminology  and  classification ; 

States. 

(a)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State.  (1)  A  State  will  be  declared  a  U.S. 
Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean  State  when  it 
has  been  determined  by  the  Service  that: 

(1)  The  State  is  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  contained  in  §  445.23(b) 
(3)  (i)  through  (vil),  §  445.33(b)  (3)  (1) 
through  (vil),  S  445.43(b)  (3)  (i)  through 
(vi),  and  §  445.53(b)  (3)  (i)  through 
(vil). 

(11)  No  pullorum  disease  or  fowl  ty¬ 
phoid  is  known  to  exist  nor  to  have  ex¬ 
isted  in  hatchery  supply  fiocks  within 
the  State  dining  the  preceding  12 
months:  Provided,  That  puUorunf  dis¬ 
ease  or  fowl  typhoid  found  in  waterfowl, 
exhibition  poultry,  and  game  bird  breed¬ 
ing  fiocks  will  not  prevent  a  State,  which 
is,  otherwise  eligible,  from  qualifying  for 
a  period  of  two  years. 

(2)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  described  in  paragraph  (a)  (1) 
(i)  of  this  section,  or  repeated  outbreaks 
of  pullorum  or  typhoid  occur  in  hatchery 
supply  fiocks  described  in  paragraph  (a) 
(1)  (ii)  of  this  section,  or  if  an  infection 
spreads  from  the  originating  premises, 
the  Service  shall  have  grounds  to  revoke 
its  determination  that  the  State  is  en¬ 
titled  to  this  classification.  Such  action 
shall  not  be  taken  until  a  thorough  In¬ 
vestigation  has  been  made  by  the  Service 
and  the  Official  State  Agency  has  been 
given  an  opportunity  for  a  hearing. 

(b)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State,  Turkeys.  (1)  A  State  will  be  de¬ 
clared  a  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State,  Turkeys,  when  it  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Service  that: 

(1)  The  State  is  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  contained  in  S  445.43(b)  (3) 
(i)  through  (vi). 

(ii)  No  pullorum  disease  or  fowl  ty¬ 
phoid  is  known  to  exist  nor  to  have  ex¬ 
isted  in  tmkey  hatchery  supply  fiocks 
within  the  State  during  the  preceding  24 
months. 

(2)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  described  in  paragraph  (b)  (1)  (i) 
of  this  section,  or  rer>eated  outbreaks  of 
pullorum  or  typhoid  occur  in  hatchery 
supply  fiocks  described  in  paragraph 

(b)  (1)  (ii)  of  this  section,  or  if  an  infec¬ 
tion  spreads  from  the  originating  prem¬ 
ises,  the  Service  shall  have  grounds  to 
revoke  its  determination  that  the  State 
is  entitled  to  this  classification.  Such  ac¬ 
tion  shall  not  be  taken  until  a  thorough 


investigation  has  been  made  by  the  Serv¬ 
ice  and  the  Official  State  Agency  has 
been  given  an  opportunity  for  a  hearing. 

28.  Section  445.53(a)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

(a)  U.S.  Approved.  All  birds  in  the 
breeding  flock  observed  by  Authorized 
Agents  or  State  Inspectors  are  foimd  to 
conform  with  the  criteria  for  the  breed 
represented,  as  contained  in  the  Stand¬ 
ard  of  Perfection '  or  the  breeder’s  speci¬ 
fications  for  the  stock  represented  in  the 
flock,  and  such  specifications  are  on  file 
with  the  Official  State  Agency. 

29.  Section  445.53(b)  (3)  (vii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(vii)  All  poultry,  including  exhibition, 
exotic,  and  game  birds,  but  excluding 
waterfowl,  going  to  public  exhibition 
shall  come  from  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid 
Clean  or  equivalent  fiocks,  or  have  had 
a  negative  pullorum-tsqjhoid  test  within 
90  days  of  going  to  public  exhibition; 

30.  Section  445.53(c)  would  be  revised 
to  r^id  as  follows: 

(c)  U.S.  M.  Gallisepticum  Clean.  (1) 

A  flock  maintained  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  §  447.26  and  in  which 
freedom  from  M.  gallisepticum  has  been 
demonstrated  under  the  criteria  specified 
in  paragraph  (c)  (i)  or  (ii)  of  this 
section. 

(i)  All  birds  have  been  tested  for  M. 
gallisepticum  as  provided  in  §  445.14(b) 
when  more  than  4  months  of  age:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  birds  in  primary  breeding 
fiocks  may  be  sample  ^ted  after  quali¬ 
fying  for  this  classification  for  two  gen¬ 
erations.  This  random  sample  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  300  birds  in  flocks  of  more  than 
300  and  ea^h  bird  in  flocks  of  300  or  less: 
And  provided  further.  That  to  retain  this 
classification,  a  random  sample  of  at 
least  5  percent  of  the  birds  in  the  flock, 
with  a  minimum  of  100  birds,  shall  be 
tested  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  90 
days:  And  provided  further.  That,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Official  State  Agency 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Service, 
a  sample  comprised  of  less  than  5  percent 
may  be  tested  at  any  one  time,  provided 
that  a  total  of  at  least  5  percent  of  the 
birds  In  the  flock,  with  a  minimum  of 
100  birds.  Is  tested  within  each  90-day 
period;  or 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.  M.  Gallisep¬ 
ticum  Clean  baby  poultry  from  primary 
breeding  flocks  and  a  random  sample 
comprised  of  50  percent  of  the  birds  in 
the  flock,  with  a  maximum  of  300  birds 
and  a  minimum  of  30  birds  per  flock, 
has  been  tested  for  M.  gallisepticmn  as 
provided  in  §  445.14(b)  vrhen  more  than 
4  months  of  age:  Provided,  That  to  re¬ 
tain  this  classification,  the  flock  shall 
be  subjected  to  one  of  the  following 
procedures: 

(a)  At  Intervals  of  not  more  than  90 
days,  a  random  sample  of  at  least  2  per¬ 
cent  of  the  birds  in  the  flock,  with  a 
minimum  of  30  birds  per  pen,  shall  be 
tested:  or 

(b)  At  Intervals  of  not  more  than  30 
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days,  a  sample  of  25  cull  baby  poultry 
produced  from  the  flock  shall  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  laboratory  procedures  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Official  State  Agency  and 
approved  by  the  Service,  for  the  detec¬ 
tion  and  recovery  of  M.  gallisepticum;  or 

(c)  At  intervals  of  not  more  than  60 
days,  serum  samples  obtained  from  at 
least  100  day-old  baby  poultry  produced 
from  the  flock  shall  be  examined  for  M. 
gallisepticum  antibodies  by  an  author¬ 
ized  laboratory, 

(2)  A  participant  handling  U.S.  M.  Gal¬ 
lisepticum  Cfiean  products  shall  keep 
these  products  separate  from  other  prod¬ 
ucts  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Of¬ 
ficial  State  Agency:  Provided,  That  U.S. 
M.  Gallisepticum  Clean  baby  poultry 
from  primary  breeding  flocks  shall  be 
produced  in  incubators  and  hatchers  in 
which  only  eggs  from  flocks  qualified 
imder  paragraph  (c)  (1)  (i)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  are  set. 

(3)  U.S.  M.  Gallisepticum  Clean  baby 
poultry  shall  be  boxed  in  clean  boxes 
and  delivered  in  trucks  that  have  been 
cleaned  and  disinfected  as  described  in 
§  447.24(a). 

31.  Part  445,  Subpart  E,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  445.54  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  445.54  Terminology  and  classification ; 

States. 

(a)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 
State.  (1)  A  State  will  be  declared  a  U.S. 
Pullorum-Typhoid  CHean  State  when  it 
has  been  determined  by  the  Service  that: 

(1)  The  State  is  in  compliance  with  the 

provisions  contained  in  §  445.23(b)  (3) 
(i)  through  (vii),  §  445.33(b)  (3)  (1) 

through  (vii) ,  §  445,43(b)  (3)  (i)  through 

(vi) ,  and  8  445.53(b)(3)  (i)  through 

(vii) . 

(ii)  No  pullorum  disease  or  fowl  ty¬ 
phoid  is  known  to  exist  nor  to  have  ex¬ 
isted  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  within  the 
State  during  the  preceding  12  months: 
Provided,  That  pullorum  disease  or  fowl 
typhoid  found  in  waterfowl,  exhibition 
poultry,  and  game  bird  breeding  flocks 
will  not  prevent  a  State,  which  is  other¬ 
wise  eligible,  from  qualifying  for  a  period 
of  two  years, 

(2)  Discontinuation  of  any  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  described  in  paragraph  (a)  (1)  (1) 
of  this  section,  or  repeated  outbreaks  of 
pullorum  or  typhoid  occur  in  hatchery 
supply  flocks  described  in  paragraph  (a) 
(1)  (ii)  of  this  section,  or  if  any  infection 
spreads  from  the  originating  premises, 
the  Service  shall  have  grounds  to  revoke 
its  determination  that  the  State  is  en¬ 
titled  to  this  classification.  Such  action 
shall  not  be  taken  until  a  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  has  been  made  by  the  Service 
and  the  Official  State  Agency  has  been 
given  an  opportunity  for  a  hearing. 


PART  447— AUXILIARY  PROVISIONS  ON 
NATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN 

32.  Subpart  A  would  be  amended  by 
adding  a  new  §  447.6  to  the  table  of  con¬ 
tents  to  read  as  follows: 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  39,  NO.  1 97— WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  9.  1974 


36444 


PROPOSED  RULES 


Sec. 

447.6  Procedure  tar  determining  the  status 
of  flocks  reacting  to  tests  for  Myco¬ 
plasma  galliseptlcxuu  and  Myco¬ 
plasma  synovlae. 

33.  Part  447,  Subpart  A,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  447.6  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  447.6  Procedure  for  determining  the 
status  of  flocks  reacting  to  tests  for 
Mycoplasma  gallisepticum  and  Myco-" 
plasma  synoviae. 

The  macroagglutination  tests  for  My¬ 
coplasma  antibodies,  as  described  in 
“Standard  Methods  for  Testing  Avian 
Sera  for  the  Presence  of  Mycoplasma 
Gallisepticiun  Antibodies”  published  by 
the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  USDA, 
March  1966,  and  the  microagglutination 
tests,  as  reported  in  the  Proceedings, 
Seventy-Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  United 
States  Animal  Health  Association,  1973, 
shall  be  the  official  tests. 

(a)  When  reactors  are  submitted  to  a 
laboratory  as  prescribed  by  the  Official 
State  Agency,  the  following  criteria  shall 
be  used  to  determine  if  the  flock  is 
negative  for  M.  gallisepticum  or  M. 
synoviae: 

(1)  Active  air  sac  lesions,  sinusitis, 
synovitis,  or  other  clinical  signs  of  a 
respiratory  disease; 

(2)  Recovery  by  culture  of  the  Myco¬ 
plasma  for  which  the  flock  was  tested; 

(3)  Supplemental  serological  tests. 

(b)  If  all  of  these  tests  are  negative, 
the  flock  shall  be  deemed  to  have  had 
no  reactors  for  the  Mycoplasma  for 
which  the  flock  was  tested.  If  the  Myco¬ 
plasma  for  which  the  flock  was  tested  is 
Isolated  bacteriologically,  the  flock  shall 
be  considered  infected.  If  any  of  the 
other  tests  described  in  paragraph  (a) 
(1)  or  (3)  of  this  section  is  positive,  the 
flock  shall  be  considered  suspicious,  and 
supplemental  serological  tests  shall  be 
conducted  according  to  the  following 
sequence: 

(1)  If  the  tube  agglutination  or  the 
serum  plate  test  is  negative,  the  flock 
qualifles. 

(2)  If  the  tube  agglutination  or  the 
serum  plate  test  is  positive,  the  hemag¬ 


glutination  inhibition  (HI)  test  shall  be 
conducted. 

(3)  If  the  HI  test  is  negative,  the  flock 
qualifles. 

(4)  If  HI  titers  of  1:40  are  found,  the 
flock  shall  be  considered  suspicious  and 
shall  be  retested  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  (b)(6)  of  this  section. 

(5)  If  HI  titers  of  1:80  or  higher  are 
found,  the  flock  shall  be  considered  In¬ 
fected:  Provided,  That,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Official  State  Agency,  additional 
tests  may  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  (b)  (6)  of  this  section 
before  final  determination  of  the  flock 
status  is  made. 

(6)  Fourteen  days  after  the  previous 
bleeding  date,  all  birds  er  a  random  sam¬ 
ple  comprised  of  5  percent  of  the  birds 
in  the  flock,  with  a  minimiun  of  100, 
whichever  is  greater,  shall  be  tested  by 
the  serum  plate  or  tube  agglutination 
test.  Tested  birds  shall  be  identified  by 
numbered  bands. 

(7)  If  the  tube  agglutination  test  or 
serum  plate  test  is  negative  for  the  Myco¬ 
plasma  for  which  the  flock  was  tested, 
the  flock  qualifles. 

(8)  If  the  tube  agglutination  or  seriun 
plate  test  is  positive,  the  HI  test  shall  be 
conducted  on  the  reacting  samples. 

(9)  If  the  HI  test  is  negative,  the  flock 
qualifles. 

(10)  On  the  retest  if  HI  titers  1:80 
or  higher  are  found,  the  flock  shall  be 
considered  infected:  Provided,  That,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Official  State 
Agency,  additional  tests  may  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  accordance  with  paragraph 
(b)  (6)  of  this  section  before  final  de¬ 
termination  of  the  flock  status  is  made. 

(11)  If  HI  titers  of  1:80  or  higher  are 
foimd  on  the  sec<»id  retest,  the  flock 
shall  be  considered  infected  for  the 
Mycoplasma  for  which  it  was  tested. 

34.  Section  447.26  would  be  amended  by 
revising  the  title  and  the  introductory 
statement  of  paragraph  (a)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  447.26  Procedures  for  establishing  iso¬ 
lation  and  maintaining  sanitation  and 
good  management  practices  for  the 
control  of  Mycoplasma  gallisepticum 
and  Mycoplasnui  synoviae. 

(a)  The  following  procedures  are  re¬ 
quired  for  participaticm  In  the  U.S.  M. 


Gallisepticiun  Clean  and  U.S.  M. 
Synoviae  Clean  classifications: 

35.  Section  447.26(b)  (1)  would  be  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows : 

(1)  Avoid  the  introduction  of  Myco¬ 
plasma  gallisepticum  or  Mycoplasma 
synoviae  infect^  poultry; 

36.  Section  447.43(a)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows : 

(a)  The  General  Conference  Commit¬ 
tee  shall  consist  of  the  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Agriculture  for  Conservation,  Re¬ 
search,  and  Education,  or  his  designee, 
and  one  member  to  be  elected,  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section, 
from  each  of  the  following  regions: 

37.  Section  447.43(d)  (2)  (iii)  would  be 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

(iii)  Recommending  to  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  such  administrative 
changes  in  the  requirements  of  the  Plan 
as  may  be  necessitated  by  unforeseen 
conditions  when  postponement  until  the 
next  conference  would  seriously  impair 
the  operation  of  the  program.  Such 
recommendations  shall  remain  in  effect 
only  until  confirmed  or  rejected  by  the 
next  Plan  Conference,  or  until  sooner 
rescinded  by  the  committee; 

Any  person  who  wishes  to  submit  writ¬ 
ten  data,  views,  or  arguments  concern¬ 
ing  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  and 
Auxiliary  Provisions  may  do  so  by  flling 
them  with  the  Chairman,  Animal  Physi¬ 
ology  and  Genetics  Institute,  Bldg.  161, 
BARC-East,  Beltsville,  Maryland  20705 
by  November  9, 1974. 

All  written  submissions  made  pursuant 
to  this  notice  will  be  made  available  for 
public  inspection  at  said  Institute  at 
times  and  in  a  manner  convenient  to 
the  public  business  (7  CFR  1.27(b) ). 

Done  at  Washington,  D.C.,  this  1st  day 
of  October,  1974. 

T.  W.  Edminster, 
Administrator, 

Agricultural  Research  Service. 
[FR  Doc.74-23323  FUed  10-6-74:8:45  am] 
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